The title compound was isolated from marine sponge Hyrtios erectus from the South China Sea. The frozen sample (86.47 g dry weight) was lyophilized and exhaustively extracted with acetone. The extract was concentrated, and the resulting residue was extracted with acetone and n-butanol. The Et20 soluble portion was subjected to silica gel column chromatography (using increasing concentrations of ethyl acetate in Petroleum as eluent) to give eight fractions, the second fraction was further chromatographed on a gel LH-20 column eluted with chloroform and subjected to repeat silica gel column chromatography (hexane/ethyl acetate, v/v 5:1) to give 22 mg hyrtiosal. Single colorless crystals suitable for X-ray analysis were obtained by recrystallization from ethyl acetate.
Source of material
The title compound was isolated from marine sponge Hyrtios erectus from the South China Sea. The frozen sample (86.47 g dry weight) was lyophilized and exhaustively extracted with acetone. The extract was concentrated, and the resulting residue was extracted with acetone and n-butanol. The Et20 soluble portion was subjected to silica gel column chromatography (using increasing concentrations of ethyl acetate in Petroleum as eluent) to give eight fractions, the second fraction was further chromatographed on a gel LH-20 column eluted with chloroform and subjected to repeat silica gel column chromatography (hexane/ethyl acetate, v/v 5:1) to give 22 mg hyrtiosal. Single colorless crystals suitable for X-ray analysis were obtained by recrystallization from ethyl acetate.
angle of 02-H38-03 is 153.7°. The angles of C8-C14-C15 and C13-C14-C15 are 116.1(2)° and 116.4(2)°, respectively, larger than the normal range probably due to the steric effect of C23 and C24 methyl groups. When viewed along the bond C14-C15, the molecules display a staggered conformation, with the C8-C14-C15-C16 and C13-C14-C15-C16 torsion angles of -167.3(3)° and 67.0(4)°, respectively. The C13-C14-C15-C16 torsion angle is not 180° due to the steric effect of C12 carbonyl group. 
Discussion
Many terpenoids from marine sponge are of biomimetical or ecological importance. Hyrtiosal, a sesterterpenoid, possessing a novel rearranged tricarbocyclic skeleton, was first isolated from marine sponge Hyrtios erectus, and exhibited antiproliferative activity against KB cells in vitro [1] . The absolute configuration was established by total synthesis [2, 3] , but the crystal structure has never been reported. X-ray single-crystal analysis revealed that there is an intramolecular hydrogen bond in the title compound, with 02 sharing its hydrogen with 03. The distance of02-03 is 3.075 A, and the 
